
70	 Dates are from the 
booklet, “Kelani Valley 
Broad Gauge Railway” 
(1991).  A Souvenir 
issued to commemorate 
the opening of the first 
segment of broad gauged 
KV line up to Nugegoda.

71	 Occasional baby trains 
and Rail cars kept on 
running up to early 
1976.

It is a commonly held belief that 

the KV line started declining only in 

the late 1960s and the 1970s, but this 

is far from the truth. “The KV line has 

been the subject of bitter controversy 

for over 40 years.  Three commissions 

have inquired into its working: all 

of them, since the first Hammond 

Commission of 1937, have declared its 

unworkability, its impracticability and 

its uneconomical operation” (Observer, 

23 February 1965).

It is also widely believed that the 

closure of the upper KV (Sabaragamuwa 

Section) was a totally political decision, 

which is also not true. The line was 

incurring losses and the total decline of 

the railway triggered the ultimate lifting 

of the track. 

By 1972/3, passenger service between 

AVS and RPR was suspended but some 

local trains were running on the upper 

part of the section between RPR and 

OPK, including steam Rail cars. Two 

daily trains from Fort to Opanake were 

still running with mixed stock and were 

3.4 Closure of the Sabaragamuwa Section not officially catering to passengers, but 

were primarily one-way goods trains. The 

service was cut back to Homagama in 

1976 (A Cabinet decision was taken on 16 

August 1974 to close the KV line beyond 

Homagama for passenger traffic from 1 

January 1975 and for goods traffic from 

1 January 197670). However, local trains 

continued to run. Since Homagama was 

not properly functional as a terminus 

station, service later resumed to Padukka 

and then to Avissawella on 8 December 

1978. (It is said that the new government 

formed in 1977 immediately suspended 

the track lifting. Otherwise, the track 

would have been totally dismantled; verbal 

information only.)

The last scheduled train from OPK to RPR 

ran on Sinhala and Tamil New Year’s Day 

(14 April) in 197571 and the section between 

Homagama and Opanake was closed 

on 15 April 1975. The same year, motive 

power and rolling stock were transferred 

to RPR, including the three Class V2 steam 

Rail cars. The track between OPK and RPR 

was lifted in 1976. The demolition of the 

uppermost section of the KV was strongly 

protested by the local community. It is
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Year 	 Date, Month	 Activity
1941	 31 December	 Closure of line from Avissawella to Yatiyantota.
1942		  Track between Avissawella and Yatiyantota was lifted.
1948	 25 August	 Last train (freight) ran on UPR.
1957		  Shooting of the Movie “The Bridge on the River Kwai” using 		
		  K1 104 and 106 locomotives. Climax blast on 10 March 1957, 		
	 	 first attempt. 
1972/3	 	 Formal passenger transport between RPR and AVS suspended.
1974	 16 August	 A Cabinet decision was taken to close the KV beyond Homagama 	
	 	 for passenger traffic from 1 January 1975 and for goods traffic from 	
	 	 1 January 1976.
1975	 14 April	 Last scheduled train from OPK to RPR.
	 15 April	 Section between Homagama and Opanake was closed.
1976	 	 Track between Opanake and Ratnapura lifted.
1977	 	 Track between Ratnapura and Avissawella lifted.
1978	 8 December	 Train services resumed back to Avissawella.
1991	 25 October	 Broad Gauged KV line was opened up to Nugegoda.
1993	 23 April	 Broad Gauged KV line was opened up to Homagama.
1997	 5 August	 Opening of new Avissawella Station with Broad gauge facilities.
1998	 October/	 Use of dual gauge facilities came to an end due to lack of 	 	
	 November	 maintenance, and the middle rail was lifted from 1998 onwards.
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102	 Those parliamentarians 
were neither planters 
nor transporters, and 
the public suggested that 
they were influenced 
by the planters and a 
politician who ran a 
transport business, 
which continues to 
operate to date. 

Aftermath and discussion of the KV Railway

the station too was so named, but 

when the CGR authorities assigned a 

telegraph code for the station, it was 

KGW, which had already been allocated to 

Kadugannawa on the Main Line. As such, 

the name of the nearby tea plantation 

(Eheliyagoda Group – Kelani Valley 

District) was given to the station. Over 

time, Kendangamuwa became better 

known as Eheliyagoda. Accordingly, the 

school was re-named as Eheliyagoda 

Maha Vidyalaya in 1968. 

8. Political involvement

As mentioned in previous chapters, it 

is widely believed that the closure of the 

Ratnapura and Pelmadulla extensions 

was purely a political decision. This 

is not altogether correct. However, 

the closure of the railway in 1976 had 

some political influence as eyewitness 

accounts and some evidence suggests.  

After the decision was taken to close the 

line beyond Homagama, a society was 

formed by the villagers of Ratnapura 

and Pelmadulla named the “Kelani 

Valley Railway Association”. There was 

a parliamentary debate in 1974 to take 

a final decision about lifting the track. 

Members of the association were present 

to witness the debate as they had been 

given 10 entry tickets by the Opposition. 

The Opposition was against the decision 

to close the railway, it is said. There 

were two prominent parliamentarians 

from the area and they had not uttered 

a word against the lifting of the track102. 

The Association protested by blocking 

the track at Hunuwala, but without any 

consideration for their grievance, the 

track was lifted. After the track was lifted, 

it is said that several embankments were 

cut down and a bridge between Watapota 

and Dela was lifted. The author, who has 

resided around the Pelmadulla extension, 

personally witnessed such embankment 

cuts, without there being any good reason 

for doing so, back in the 1980s. The most 

prominent political evidence is visible 

on one of the walls of the old Ratnapura  

Railway Station. Whilst the last scheduled 

train ran between OPK and RPR on 14 April 

1975 and the track between RPR and AVS 

was lifted only in late 1977, RPR Station was 

converted to a bus stand even before the 

closure of the railway. On 24 October 1976 

a ceremonial plaque was unveiled to open

11984	 One stone abutment of 
this bridge still remains 
to date. 

in the direction of Yatiyantota, and to 

the left of the above-mentioned over bridge 

was discovered. This rock formation was 

crushed to form ballast, specifically for 

the construction and maintenance of 

the KV railway. There is photographic 

evidence that ballast from this quarry 

was used even in the construction of the 

Ratnapura and Pelmadulla extensions83. 

Ballast obtained from this quarry had a 

typical whitish hue, and the ballast seen 

along the KV was whitish, as further 

evidence. This quarry was in use until 

closure of the Ratnapura and Pelmadulla 

extensions of the KV in 1977. Expansion 

of the quarry created enough space to 

shift the transfer siding to this space. 

This location is still known as “Ballast 

Mount” or “Ballast Kanda” in Sinhala.  

Avissawella functioned as a railway 

junction for just 30 years. With the 

dismantling of the Yatiyantota line, it 

again became an intermediate station 

along the KV line and not much of a 

difference was seen until the 1960s when 

goods traffic had significantly reduced. 

The station remained the same but some 

of the Yatiyantota branch track segments 

were lifted (Verbal information). (Refer 

Plates 3.6.1.3 to 3.6.1.6.)

The official decision was taken on 16 

August 1974 to close the KV line beyond 

Homagama for passenger traffic from 1 

January 1975 and for goods traffic from 

1 January 1976. Accordingly, Avissawella 

was a ‘closed’ station until 8 December 

1978, when it was re-opened. Even 

during this ‘officially closed’ period, the 

station was still functioning to facilitate 

running of freight trains, baby trains 

and other local trains.

Once the Ratnapura and Pelmadulla 

extensions had been lifted by 1977, all 

train traffic was limited to Avissawella 

and the station became the terminus of 

the narrow gauge KV line for the second 

time. After about three years, all the 

railway equipment beyond the station in 

the direction of Ratnapura beyond the 

over-bridge was dismantled. As such, the 

over-bridge was dismantled as well84. (The 

bridge was only 18 feet wide and was not 

wide enough to allow two big vehicles to 

cross at the same time. Also, there were 

restrictions for heavy vehicles such as 

limited speed).  The transfer sidings were 

Page

119
Page

106 Narrow Gauge Railways of Ceylon, 
Limited First Edition 
(ISBN 978-624-97577-1-4) 

Correction Sheet 
as of 15th August 2021

As a result of further information 
becoming available after this 
edition went to press, the following 
corrections have to be included.

These corrections will be incorporated 
in future editions of the book. 

August 2021. 
©Rasika Wickramanayaka


